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5. So what?

4. Environmental cases are like all other.

3. 70% acquittal is usual in our court.

2. Mister lawyer, we are not living in Sweden.

1. You are sure you will not sell me any books 

afterwards?
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SAP 2012, p. 33 

• „Abolition of
legislation that 
unnecessarily 
restrict 
economic 
activity”

Law 4512/2018

• Renames

control to

audit and 

removes

competence

from EnvMIn

to FinMin

Factual result

• Control 

mechanism is 

deactivated

Controls solely 
during 
working hours 
and on 
appointment

Denial of 
control due to 
workload



Preliminary investigator
cannot perform an emergency control in an economic activity

Prosecutor
cannot order the emergency control

Judge
cannot reason a breach of duty



surpass actor and 

activate self regulation
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SAP 2012, p. 40

• Acceleration of 

administration of 

courts through 

the elimination 

of delayed cases

Law 4043/2012

• Prosecution

termination for

crimes punished

by (up to) 1 year 

of imprisonment

Factual result

• Foresees amnesty for 

environmental crimes 

such as: Poisoning, Illegal 

logging, Illegal hunting 

by floating & motorized 

vehicles, group hunting, 

hunting within protected 

areas (KAZ), exhibition of 

dead game in public view 

illegal grazing

Law 4198/2013 

Prosecution

termination for

crimes punished by

(up to) 1 year  of 

imprisonment

Law 4411/2016

Prosecution

termination for

crimes punished by

(up to) 2 years of 

imprisonment

Prosecution de lege

terminated.





Preliminary investigator
is discouraged to file a case

Prosecutor
is bound to terminate prosecution

Judge
is bound to dismiss the offender



add exemptions for 

environmental crime
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SAP 2010, p. 22 

• Simplification 

of 

environmental 

licensing

Law 3843/10

• Legalization of

illegal 

constructions

Factual result

• Illegal turns 

legal

Law 3982/2011

fast track 
construction 
and operation

Law 4014/2011

a posteriori 
licensing of 
unauthorized 
activities



Preliminary investigator
is discouraged to file a case

Prosecutor
cannot charge the offender

Judge
declares not guilty



strengthen licensing of 

touristic activities



0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Mining without permission

Logging

Waste (solid/liquid)

Torching (firesetting)

Illegal hunting

Forest degradation

Unauthorized construction

Grazing

Seashore alteration

Frequently prosecuted crimes (Three year comparative 

data)

2017 2016 2015



SAP 2012, p. 32 

• Review and 
Codification 
of Forestry 
and Forestry 
Legislation

Law 4467/2017

• Legalization
of illegal 
constructions 
in forests and 
protected 
areas

Factual result

• Abolition of
Forest Status

De facto 
recognition 
of private 
landplaning

Tolerates 
mass 
trespass in 
forests



Preliminary investigator
cannot distinguish between legal and illegal constructions

Prosecutor
confronts the legal uncertainty of grey zones

Judge
is obliged to tolerate delinquency



pursue cross-sectoral 

cooperation



• Environmental crime prosecution fails under a SAP.

• Deregulation simplifies investments in the short term.

• A corrective mechanism is needed (IMF/EU/UN?) to safeguard 
habitats

• Effective environmental crime can be pursued through cross-
sectoral cooperation, GIS auditing, public EIA’s and in rem 
prosecution.

• Scientific data is the only tool to create value in arguing pro 
environment when economy and ecology collide.

• Local observations provide global solutions.
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Read more about the project at:

www. lifethemis. eu

Contact for more info: 

observatoryeastcrete@gmail.com 
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Main environmental pressures on Crete

 Tourism (no spatial plan)

 Industrial wind energy units (positioned inside protected habitats)

 Biodiversity/ wildlife crime (environmental police missing)

 Sewage/Illegal landfills (waste management fail)

 Atmospheric pollutants (measuring stations missing)

 Nitrogen pollution due to agriculture (water quality is not audited)

 Water scarcity (no civil protection plans are applied)


