Shoot, Shovel and Shut up —
lllegal killings of large carnivores in Germany

WWF Germany | Moritz Klose — Program Officer Wildlife Germany and Europe | Heraklion, 23.10.2018



WWF

STOP THE POACHING STOP THE TRAFFICKING STOP THE BUYING
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Helping strengthen field Supporting actions to Motivating consumer
protection, conservation and suppress illegal trade behavioural change
wildlife stewardship and smuggling to reduce demand

BRIDGING THE GAP T0 ACHIEVE ZERO POACHING

ASSESSMENT ~ TECHNOLOGY CAPACITY COMMUNITY PROSECUTION ~ COOPERATION

Conduct regular Use the best Increase field Engage Improve Share information
effectiveness available tools & staff's ability to with local approaches for regionally &
assessments technologies protect wildlife communities prosecution nationally
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Strategies for Effective
Communication and Collaboration
with Communities in Slovenia

© Gorenjska, Slovenia
(nc Bear

Wild Olympians: using sports to
raise public awareness of large
carnivores

© Kiev, Ukraine
&l Lynx
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The wolf as an economic factor in
rural areas

© Castillay Leén, Spain
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Federal Nature
Conservation act:

Prohibited to pursue,
capture, injure or kill a
wild animal

Penalty for strictly
protected species:
Up to 5 years
Imprisonment or up to
65.000 € fine
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Birds of Prey

> Between 2004 and 2014 689 cases
were documented in which 1.130
birds of prey were illegally captured, |
hurt, killed or their nests destroyed #&
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» Detection rate: Several cases
solved In the past years ->
sentences to day rates (20 — 90)
between 100 and 2000 €
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Eurasian Lynx

*100 — 120 animals
3 populations

»Reintroduction
projects since
1970’s

»HD: Annex IV + |l

»national law:
strictly protected
+ a game species

~

Eurasian Wolf

(/7 territories:
56 packs
19 pairs

» Natural return
since 2000

» HD: Annex IV + |l

» national law:
strictly
protected, not a
game species
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e, | Causes of Wolf Mortality:
E oonios ] P 273 bodies found since 1999
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® pPoaching
Management

® Natural cause
Unclear

® Traffic
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— Y » 36 were found shot
» ? Were shot and not found



© Guido Fritsch, IZW

Leibniz Institute for Zoo
and Wildlite Research




2007: Injured wolf was shot at -> 50 day
rates of 20 €

2009/ 2012

» \Wolves where shot by hunters during
an organized hunt

» All suspects claim they had mistaken
the wolf for a dog

» 2009 — district court decided not to start main proceedings
» 2012 — proceedings were stopped under conditions:
withdrawl! of hunting license and 70 day rates of 50 €
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Cases, motives, offenders

» “Statement” against wolves
but also nature conservation
as such

» Competition about game
species?

» Trophy hunting ?




Wolfsvork in D hland
im Monitoringjahr 2016/2017 2080

i % S » Generally population trend
o il Increasing
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gem. Monitoring:

. Rasterzelle mit nachgewiesener
Reproduktion

Bundeslandgrenzen
Geobasisdaten: ® GeoBasis-DE / BKG 2011

Zusammengestellt vom
Bundesamt fur Naturschutz (BfN)
nach den Monitoringdaten der B

Stand: 27.10.2017

& Distribution gaps ?
Problematic pack structures
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https://data.dbb-wolf.de/coords/GMapRudelPublic.php

Lynxes

WWF

& ﬁETﬁETE WOLFE UND LUCHSE

2
.

NORDRHEIN-WESTFALEN

\
2

)
L

1n Bayern gefien zudem 14 Luchse ais
den Menschen kann als Ursache nicht
anQeschicssen werden
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Cases, motives, offenders

> 74.1% of surveyed hunters fear lynx R v
as competition for roe deer population ISy ek o
and 10% confessed to having killed a v
lynx (Cerveny et al. 2002) Soclel @imeneion
. [T (e
» “Statement” against lynxes but also between groups
nature conservation and protected Dingow  c) perceived
favouritism/ - threat tc'> -
a r e aS out-group hunters
discrimination social identity
» Distrust in conservation authorities o) porcelved
. —freactance € pniioual €
» Trophy hunting ? freedoms

Source: Schraml & Lichtrath 2015:The missing lynx —
understanding hunters’ opposition to large carnivores
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Tessa (2012)

» Died after feeding on poisoned roe
deer

Leo + Leonie (2015)

» Remains were placed in front of
camera trap

> Law enforcement ??7?
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Consequences for the lynx population:
Modelling the effect of poaching

Binlogical Conservation 224 (2018) 355-365

Contents lists available at ScienceDirect

Biological Conservation

journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locate/biocon

Illegal hunting as a major driver of the source-sink dynamics of a )
reintroduced lynx population in Central Europe

M. Heurich™", J. Schultze-Naumburg™*, N. Piacenza®, N. Magg®, J. Cerveny*, T. Engleder’,
M. Herdtfelder”, M. Sladova®, S. Kramer-Schadt®"*

“ Faculty of Biology, University of Innsbruck, Austia

¥ Chair of Wildlife Ecology and Managernent, Albert-Ludwigs-University of Freiburg, Germany

* Letbniz [nstitute for Zoo and Wildlife Research, Departiment Ecological Dynamics, Berlin, Germary
“ Forest Research Instinnte of Baden-Wuerttemberg FVA, Freiburg, Germany

* Faculty of Forestry and Wood Sciences, Czech University of Life Sciences Progue, Ceech Republic
! Lynx Project Austria Northwest, Haslach a. d. Mihl, Austria

» Spatially-explicit individual-based dispersal and
population model




Bohemian Forest

Central

Europe’s largest strictly
protected ecosystems

Ecosystem
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* |n 1970’s several lynx individuals where
released In the Bavarian Forest (no offical
reintroduction project)

 In 1980, 18 lynxes were reintroduced into
Sumava National Park area.

* Phase 1 (1982-1996): lynxes spread and
population increased

* Phase 2 (1998-2014): population fell and
has remained low since then
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Phase | 1982 - 1996 Phase | 1996-2014
Population estimate: 61-69 Population estimate: 59-83
Unknown mortality rate: 3-4% Unknown mortality rate: 18-20%
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Luchs gewildert: WWF setzt Belohnung aus

26. April 2016

WWF:25.000 Euro Belohnung fiir sachdienliche Hinweise. / Deutschland hat Nachholbedarf bei
Wilderei-Bekampfung

HILCITICyYy

European Union

CENTRAL EUROPE c&ugentegen

Schon wieder wurde ein geschiitztes und
AW ar e n e S S bedrohtes Wildtier in Deutschland illegal
abgeschossen. Diesmal hat es ein
Luchsweibchen im Harz erwischt. Am
vergangenen Freitag wurde das Tier nahe
Opperrode tot aufgefunden. Die
Nationalparkverwaltung Harz in Wernigerode
hat Strafanzeige erstattet. Fiir sachdienliche
Hinweise, die zur Ergreifung des Taters
fithren, hat der WWF eine Belohnung von
25.000 Euro ausgesetzt. Die
Naturschutzorganisation verurteilte die Tat
aufs Scharfste und forderte von den
Ermittlungsbehdrden eine ,intensive“
Strafverfolgung. , Der aktuelle Fall ist die erste
bekanntgewordene Totung eines Luchses im
Harz und erfiillt uns mit Wut und Sorge®,

Eurasischer Luchs © Staffan Widstrand / WWF
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Moritz Klose
WWEF Germany
Moritz.klose@wwf.de

www.wwif.de




