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Bird Crimes in Bulgaria
Dimitar Gradinarov, BSPB



Main problems

• Shooting/Persecution/Pouching

• Poisoning

• Killing for taxidermy purposes

• Nest robbing

• Egg Collecting

• Trapping of songbirds

• Trafficking





The Good

• Better capacity and more experts trained (over 
300 people in seminars and workshops)

• Working network of experts

• Better communication and higher media interest 

• Convictions!



Campaigns to prevent wildlife crimes



The Bad 

• Low priority 

• Some of the signals don’t get to the 
court 

• Some gaps in the legislation

• Weak convictions



The Ugly 
Problems of the legal system mainly 

• No feedback

• Procrastination . . .

• No prosecution

• Strange behavior



Using satellite transmitters to detect bird crimes
Pouching – Paschalis Niger/2012 



Sofia`s story 
After spending two winters successfully in Syria and flew vast 
territories in Turkey, Romania, Moldova and Ukraine, Sofia died 
poisoned in Perushtitca!



• Tagged with a satellite transmitter in 2009 

• Killed with poisoned bait set by pigeon fanciers in 10.06.2011



The Destiny of the Eagle Pesho



• On February 5 the eagle was on the island of Tundzha
river - there are points / coordinates from 6:00 to 
14:00 on February 5 (2.5.2014 on Wednesday). After 
14:00, there are no coordinates on February 5th.

• The next point with exact coordinates is at 4:00 am on 
the 6th (night) at a parking lot in Yambol. This means 
that most likely on the 5th late in the afternoon or 
evening, the transmitter is transported and probably 
staying in a parked car. It is possible that the body of 
the eagle was also there.

• On 6th (02/06/2014) The later morning or early 
afternoon transmitter is thrown to the road near 
Yambol and the next three days radiate from a point 
near the road.



























Shooting 



Stefan Gavrailov - the trapper & smuggler

• 27.03.2010 - attempt to smuggle two Bonelli's eagle 
with false documents at checkpoint Vidin-Calafat

• 27.07.2011 - a search with the police and RIEW Sofia 
discovered 3 Large hawk and a falcon 

• False certificates of origin for birds of prey, forms 
covered with fake stamp of the Ministry of 
Environment and Water and fake stamp of the MOEW 
of Austria 

• 1980 -2000 actively robbing various birds of prey 
nests in Bulgaria, and from various countries in 
Europe and Asia.

• Currently in the Russian Jail for smuggling - 25 
falcons eggs

• Falco peregrinus calidus , Falco cherrug saceroides, 
Accipiter gentilis buteoides











Mr. Ross - the collector

• Estimated collection of more than 1200 
eggs

• 640 robbed nests in Bulgaria 

• Imperial eagle, Egyptian vulture, Lesser 
spotted eagle, Griffon vulture, Red-footed 
falcon, Long-legged buzzard, Black stork 
and many more …
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Thank you!

lifeneophron.eu


